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Introduction 
 
This fact sheet has been prepared to inform surrounding community members about the proposed cleanup case closure 
associated with former underground storage tanks (USTs) which leaked at the Former Shell Service Station site, located 
at 5103 Fair Oaks Boulevard in Carmichael, California.   
 
Site History 
 
The site is currently a retail fuel service station and convenience store operating under the Shell brand by Tooley Oil.  
The site currently has five USTs containing three grades of gasoline, diesel, and ethanol, and a dispenser island with 
four multi-fuel gasoline dispensers.  A site closure was granted for a previous release of the fuels only USTs in 2005.  
In 2004, a 550-gallon waste oil UST was removed from the site and soil samples collected from beneath the UST 
indicated that the tank had leaked because petroleum chemicals were reported in the soil.  In January 2005, the 
contaminated soil was excavated from the area of the former waste oil UST.  Buildings and utilities limited the size of 
the excavation until the building was razed in 2011.  Six soil samples were collected from the excavation and results 
indicated that soils remained impacted to the east, west, and south portions of the excavation.  Soil investigations were 
performed in July 2008 and March 2010 in order to define the areal extent of the contamination at the site.  The extent 
of contamination in soil has been defined by the investigation activities conducted at the site. 
 
Environmental Investigation Complete 
 
Since the petroleum impacted soils were first identified at the site, the extent of the lateral and vertical petroleum 
chemicals impact has been defined by the advancement of 21 soil borings and the collection of 15 grab soil samples.  
Petroleum chemicals in the gasoline, diesel, and motor oil ranges were reported in soil samples collected at the site.  
Several gasoline components including benzene and methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) were also reported in soil 
samples collected at the site.  Groundwater sampling has not been conducted because petroleum chemicals were 
reported at a maximum depth of 12 feet below ground surface.  Groundwater in the area around the site is typically 
encountered at a depth of around 90 feet below ground surface.  In 2014, a leaching model was completed to determine 
if the residual contamination would significantly impact groundwater at the site.  Based on the results of the leaching 
model, it was determined that the residual petroleum products will not adversely impact groundwater.  Therefore, the 
residual gasoline constituents are unlikely to pose a threat to human health or further affect waters of the State. 
 
Proposed Action  
 
Unless significant comments are received or new information is presented regarding this site, Sacramento County staff 
plans to proceed with the case closure of the Former Shell Service Station site after the public comment period ends on 
December 31, 2015.  Please contact David Von Aspern with the Sacramento County Environmental Management 
Department at (916) 875-8467 or e-mail, vonaspernd@saccounty.net with any comments concerning the subject case 
(EMD Case No. R01588).  Written comments may also be submitted to:  
 
Mr. David Von Aspern 
County of Sacramento 
Environmental Management Department 
10590 Armstrong Avenue, Suite A 
Mather, California  95655 
 
The case file for the Former Shell Service Station site is available online on the State Water Board Geotracker website 
and can also be reviewed at the County office by appointment or online at www.emd.saccounty.net.  Appointments can 
be arranged by calling (916) 875-8400. 


